
Greater Sage-Grouse in 
Wyoming

Status and Management



Sage-Grouse = Sagebrush Obligate



Sage-grouse require a vast “Sea of Sagebrush”.
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Jonah Field – Sublette Co., Wyoming



WHY??????

Weather? Vegetation Mgt? Residential 
Development? Recreation? Predation? 
Pesticides? Parasites/Disease? Mineral 

Development? Livestock Grazing? 
Hunting? Farming? Powerlines? Invasive 
Plants? Wildlife Grazing? Wild Horses? 

Others?

YES!!!!!!!



“Bird-brained” conflict or 
Human cooperation?

Photo by Budd Titlow, NATUREGRAPHS



Wyoming Greater Sage-
Grouse Conservation Plan

2003



Purpose of the Plan

• Establish the framework for local working groups 
to guide management efforts directed at halting 
long-term sage-grouse population declines.

• Maintain and improve sg habitats in WY.
• Provide for coordinated management across 

jurisdictional or ownership boundaries.
• Develop the statewide support necessary to assure 

the survival of WY’s sg populations.



Purpose (cont.)

• Be dynamic and flexible enough to include new 
information and issues as well as results from 
current and future conservation efforts.

• Provide WY based management solutions to sg 
problems using WY based data and research to 
the extent practicable.

• Address the five listing factors as defined by the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended.



Implementation



Who?

• Industry
• Agriculture
• Wildlife Advocates
• Tribes
• Government
• Facilitator

•



Wyoming Local Sage-Grouse 
Working Group Charter

Purpose: The purpose of Local Sage-Grouse 
Working Groups (LWGs) is to develop and facilitate 
implementation of local conservation plans for the 

benefit of sage-grouse, their habitats, and  whenever 
feasible, other species that use sagebrush habitats.  

The plans will identify management practices and the 
financial and personnel means to accomplish these 

practices, within an explicit time frame, for the 
purpose of improving sage-grouse numbers and 

precluding the need for listing under the Endangered 
Species Act.





References: (available at 
http://gf.state.wy.us )

Wyoming Greater Sage-Grouse Conservation Plan
Conservation Assessment of Greater Sage-Grouse and 

Sagebrush Habitats
WGFD O/G Mitigation Document

http://gf.state.wy.us/
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